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Suggested Theme Topics: 


Man & Society 
Man & the State 
Man & Woman 


Short Bibliography (all are paperbacks): 
J. Sherwood Weber, J. A. Wein, A. Waldhorn, A. Zeiger, From Homer to Joyce. 


ALillian H. Hornstein, et al., The Reader's Companion to World Literature. 
Friedrich Heer, The Intellectual History of Europe, 2 vols. 
Donald N. Baker & George W. Fasel, Landmarks in Western Culture, 


Jacob Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy. 
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English Reformation= 


Anabaptists 
Conclusion 


Final 8:10 a.m. 


in Renaissance Philosophy of Man - Cassirer, Kristeller and Randall. 


The Church 
Man & Death 
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The origin of the Wars 93 


the Sforzas, originally established in power in 1450 by a condottiere, Francesco, 
who displaced the Visconti family which had previously governed the city. 
At a later date Louis XII of France claimed the duchy on the grounds that 
he was the grandson of Valentina, the sister of the last Visconti duke. West 
of Milan were the rich naval republic of Genoa and the influential but as yet 
unimportant duchy of Savoy whose domains touched the Swiss cantons and 
France. Last but second only in importance to the Papacy, there was Venice, 
the great maritime republic ruled by the Doge and the Council of Ten, 
enriched by trade, beautified by art and extended in territory through 
conquest, a city of which the remaining Italian states were acutely jealous. 
Such a country invited invasion, for there was no sign of unity or true 
patriotism throughout its whole length and breadth. Occasional writers 
like Machiavelli might yearn for a strong Italian prince to drive away the 
‘barbarous dominion’ but there were few who took such things seriously and 
fewer still who thought that they were practical. 

Political disunity was not the only precondition of war. The Italians, a 
civilised people, sensibly disliked the barbarities of war and preferred to 
employ professional mercenaries to fight for them, but it was one thing for 
mercenaries to fight each other, and quite another for them to engage a 
strongly-armed foreign invader. Foreign invaders found themselves opposed 
less by native Italians than by other semi-alien armies like the Spaniards or by 
the redoubtable Swiss mercenaries. Italy was therefore a comparatively 
defenceless land. | 

Besides this, the country was one of the richest in Europe, one of the most 
rewarding to loot as well as one of the easiest on which to park an army. 
Furthermore, it was the geographical crossroads of the conflicting powers. 
Aragon and Europe were linked by Sardinia and the north Italian passes. 


The historic valley of the Valtelline formed a passage leading from northern 


to southern Europe. The French found it much easier to approach the Alps 
from the west than the Savoyards did to approach France from the east. 
The passes of the Mont Cenis, Mont Genévre and Col d’Argentiére were 
practicable. The valleys of the Durance and the Isére offered no real barrier 


Key to Map Opposite 


1. Kingdom of Naples. 9. Republic of Venice. 

2. Papal States. 10. Duchy of Milan. 

3. Republic of Siena. 11. Republic of Genoa. 

4. Republic of Florence. 12. Marquisate of Montferrat. 
$. Republic of Lucca. 13. County of Asti. 

6. Duchy of Ferrara. 14. Duchy of Savoy. 

r Principality of Mirandola. 15. Marquisate of Saluzzo. 


- Marquisate of Mantua. 
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